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or THIS BOOK NOW rUBHIs ho Sec. II. Is occupied with the local cir- 

src. 1, Comprehends that obſcyre and cumſtances, the labours, the knowledge, 

rude period of the Scottiſh Hiſtory; eàõ2 and the enjoyments of the Inhahitants 

| tending from the firſt notices of it com- of Scotland, and of the ſmaller Ifles con- 

municated by Greek and Roman Wei- tiguous to its coaſts, from its fiftt dif- 

ters, to the beginning of the reign of covery by the Romans to the acceſſion 
Malcolm Canmore. of Malcolm Canmore. 
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Work in every reſpect. | exceed 218. 
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PROSPECTUS. | 
HISTORY has been, for a while, cultivated, with peculiar induſtry and ſucceſs, by 
the writers of North Britain. The faireſt periods in the hiſtory of their own country, 
or of foreign nations, have been illuſtrated by their care, and embellithed by their eio- 
quence, - The literature of the reſt of Europe has now nothing to pt-»duce in emulous 
compariſon with the hiſtorical compoſitions of a Nation, who, in the beginning of the 
preſent century, were remarkable for their neglect of hiſtoric writing, and their failuse 
in almoſt every one of thoſe few inſtances in which they had attempted it. 

Nay, ſo partial have we become to this branch of Literature, that, works, in every 
different modification of hiſtory are daily multiplied among us. The pariſh, the t«wa; 
the province have found, each its hiſtorians, pleaſed to explore fields fo narrow, and 
content with the tame to be gained by celebrating them. Hiſtory aſſumes, by , irns, 
every form, and intermeddles in every Science. And, if knowledge have been much 
more widely diffuſed in the preſent Age, than in any former period; this is to be at- 
cribed chiefly: ta the popular graces in which hiſtory has inveſted it. 

Yet, amid this prevalent partiality of Britiſh Readers and Writers, for Hiſtory ; One 
ſeries of ſubjects, of National Importance, have been, in a great meaſure, overlooked 
by our Hiſtorians.— The remote Antiquities of our country have been in the progreſs 
of the preſent century explored by the Macpherſons, by Whitaker, by Innes, by Pinker- 
ton, and by various other writers of great ability and erudition, The Aunai; of Scot- 
land, by the late Lord Hailes, is a work of almoſt unrivalled accuracy in reſearch; the 
moſt elegant that has yet been offered to the Britiſh Public, in the form of Annals, 
and ſuch as to illuſtrate that period of our hiſtory which it comprehends, with almett 
the whole light that the original records of che time can ſupply: The reigns of Ataryi 
and ef her ſon Jamas, till his acceſſion to the throne of England, had been celebrated 
by the well-known work of the late Dr Robertſon, the excellence of which is greatly 
above my praiſe; and by a crowd of rival writers, who have aſpited to diſtinguiſh them- 
ſelres, by oppoſing the opinions of ſo great a man. The early hiftory of dcotland oc 
cupies a ſuitable part of that valuable Treaſury of Britith Hiſtory, which, to the & 
appointment and grief of the Public, the late Learned, Ingenious, and Worthy 2r 
Henry lived not to compleat.—But, we have no General Hiſny of Scatland, tracing the 
progreſs of Policy and Civility in our country, from the cailieſt periods of its, Popu- 
lation in which the firſt glimmerings of Hiſtorical Truth begin to be diſcerned, down 
to the preſent time, when every event, of any importance, whether public or private, 
is induſtriouſly recorded in the fugitive memoirs of the day. A multitude of writers 
have laboured on the general hiſtory of England; but ſince the acceſſion of the Scottiſh 
Royal Family to the Engliſh Throne, the Genera! Hifory of Scotland has been neglecte d. 
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This neglect is ſurely to be attributed to any other cauſes, rather than to the indik 
ference of the natives of Scotland for the honour of their country, or to their igno- 
rance, that their own natural hiſtory is to every People, the beſt fund of inſtruction in their 
Civil aud Political duties. "The fame of Buchanan long deterred others from trying 
again the ſame taſk which had already exerciſed his powers. Concerning the remo. 
ter periods vf our Hiſtory, there was ſuch a deficiency of authentic records, and ſo mz. 
ny doubtful queſtions had ariſen, as to make the taſk of aſcertaining, with hiſtoric ſe. 
verity, the truth of any conſiderable number of facts in them, appear hopeleſsly ardy. 
gus. Particular parts were to be ſeparately examined, and particulay obſcurities to he 
Hluſtrated by the care of the Antiquarian; before the hiſtorian could pretend to give 
more tkan the Popular Tale of the whole. From the acceſſion of our Sovereign Fa- 
mity to the Engliſh Throne, the Hiſtory of Scotland was careleſsly ſuppoſed to be 
com prehended under that of England. And, ſince the Union, the Public T'ranſactions 
of both Scotland and England nave been thought too recent to be yet recorded in any 
general hiſtory which might exhibit them in a true light, to poſterity. 

But, whatever may have been the cauſes by which we have been hitherto withheld 
from the due cultivation of our National Hiſtory ; it will-be more honourable for us 
to ſurmount difficulties, than to ſink under them: and ſo many circumſtances now 
concur to recommend the General Hiſtory of Scotland, as a ſubject worhty of the care 
of a Seottiſh Writer, and of the attention of Scottiſh Readers; that I ſhall hardly be 
blamed as having undertaken a taſk by the performance of which, no good can be 
done, and no honour gained, when I announte my intention of offering to the Pub- 
lic“ AGeNxTRAL His rox oe ScorLAND from the earlieſt times to the era of the Abr 
Iition of tne TTereditary Juriſdictions of Subjetts in Scotland, in the year 1748.” 

The idea of this work occurred to me, a number of years ſince. I ſaw, that many 
of the diſadvantages were removed, which had long diſcouraged the attempt to exhr 
bit a clear view ot our early hiſtory. I perceived the State of Scotland during the laſ 
century, to be leſs generally known, than any other part of the hiſtory of either Srot- 
land or England. Upon a careful examination, I was led to think, that, almoſt to the 
Beginning of his preſent Majeſty's reign, had Scotland and England been ſo diſunited 
by policy, or by prejudices, that the Hiſtory of both could not well be wrought into 
one regular work. WAS | 

With theſe views, I have ever ſince, applied myſelf, as circumſtances would permit 
to the ſtudy of the hiſtory of Scotland, and particularly to the examination of its moſt 
. Fathentic original monuments. I have taken pains to acquaint myſelf with the writ- 
ten remains of the ancient language of the Lowlands of Scotland. 1 have ſubmitted 
to the labour of ſtudying alſo the Gaelie Tongue. I have earneſtly ſought information 
in the barbarous Latin Chronicles of the Monks. Of the ordinary modes and prac- 
ices of life, in Scotland, I have found the moſt intereſting details in the volumes of our 
Con Hon and our Statute Law, from the Regiam Majeſtatem, down to the Collections 
of the late Lord Kaimes and the preſent Lord Swinton. I have viſited and ſurveyed 
as many of the ſcenes on which the great Tranſactions in our hiſtory were performed, 
as my leiſure, and the circumſtances of my fortune would permit. The hiſtories, me- 
moirs of individuals, narratives of particular events, annals of certain periods, letters, 
ftate papers, and in general, the whole hody of the Literature of my Country hare 
fupplicd almoſt all the reſt of the information which 1 have obtained concerning Set- 
land. In the Archozlogical Collections of the Antiquarian Societies of London and 
Edinburgh I have. found ſome valuable original papers, and many able diſcuſſions ol 
obſcure or doubtful facts. | 

After ſtudying, for a while, theſe and the other monuments of the hiſtory of my 
country, which were moſt readily acceſſible to me, without confining myſelf to any re- 

ular method, and rather obeying the impulſe of curiofity, than preſuming to think 
myſelf able to ſupply ſo important a deſideratum in our Literature, as a General Hiſtory 
Scotland? JU have, at length, been encouraged to reduce my firſt idea to a particular 
Plan, and to attempt to filł up its outlines, ſo that, this defideratum may, however 
imperfectly, yet in fome meaſure, be ſupplied, for a time, till ſome abler hand ſhall 
en cute ſuch a hiſtory of Scotland, in a manner more worthy of the Country and of the 
People. | 

in forming this plan, I have been led to think, that the materials of the Genera 
Hiſtory of Scotland may be conveniently enough diſtributed into twelve books : Each 
book may then be ſubdivided into to ſections ; one containing the detail of the public 
and national tranſactions; the other exhibiting thoſe more private events which illuf 
trate the variationsof cuſtoms, with the progreſs of Science, Arts, and Manners. Each 


ſection may be again ſubdivided into chapters, as the greater or ſmaller quantity 6 
| ; the 
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630 | 
the materials to be comprehended in it, ſhall ſuggeſt. To avoid an unclaſlical mixture 
of Biſſertation with Narrative, it will be neceſſary, to throw into ſeparate diſcourſes, the 
diſcuſſions of thoſe — doubtful facts and principles which occur in the courſe of 
this Hiſtory ; and theſe will naturally follow after the ſeveral books to which they re- 
ſpectively refer. Authorities muſt, every where, be carefully quoted at the bottom 
f the page. | | » 
f The 5 book may comprehend that obſcure and rude period of our hiſtory, exten- 
ding from the firſt notices of it communicated by Greek and Roman writers, to the 
beginning of the reign of Malcolm Canmore. The Second book will cloſe with the rgign 
of Alexander the Third. The hiſtory may be continued, in the third book, to the zra 
of the return of James the Firſt, from his captivity in England. The Fourth may con- 
tain the reigns of the three firſt of the Jameſes. The tranſactions of the reigns, of 
James IV. and James V. will be ſufficient to fill the Fifth book. The Sixth will be em- 
loyed upon that buſy period, extending from the death of James V. to the acceſſion 
of his grandſon, James VI. to the Engliſh Throne. In the Seventh book, the hiſtory 
may be carried down from this æra, to the unwilling re-eſtabliſhment of preſbytery 
into Scotland, by Charles the Firſt, The Eighth may exhibit the progreſs of our Na- 
tional Affairs, to the Reſtoration of Charles the Second. The Ninth will extend to the 
zraof the Revolution. The Tenth, to the Union. The Eleventh will eloſe with the 
reduction and puniſhment of the Rebels of 1715. The Twelfth, with the abolition 
of the Heretable Juriſdictions in 1748. A ſeparate memoir of the progreſs of Scot- 
land, from the laft of theſe æras to the preſent tie, may be ſubjoined to the whole. 

Such is the extent, and ſuch the order of my plan? Scuh too, are the views upon 
which 4 was, at firſt, led to frame, and with which I have proceeded to execute it. 
If I know my own mind; | have no prejudices, political, religions, or ſceptical, to miſlead 
me in the inveſtigation of facts, or to feduce me to diſcolour the truth, in my narrative. 
| believe an animated ſimplicity of /?y/e to be the moſt ſuitable in hiſtoric narrative: 
In the hiſtory of manners, language ſomewhat more elahorate, and ornamented, may 
perhaps be, with ſufficient propriety employed: Diſſertation may be occaſionally de- 
corated with the figures of rhetoric, and enlivened with the glow of eloquence. Thoſe 
nicely balanced, antithetical periods, and that profuſton of perſonified abſtractions 
which are, at preſent, extravagantly admired, as the beſt graces of ſtyle, appear, how- 
ever, to me, to be ſuch ornaments as none but a vitiated Taſte can approve. 

Having thus fully explained my ideas concerning the work in which I engage; I 
muſt confefs, that, I earneſtly rather wiſh, than hope with any ſtrong confidence, to 
execute it, in that perfection even, in which it is here repreſented. Perhaps, indeed, 
the encouragement of a generous and indulgent Public may rouſe me to exertions 
abore what I ſhould otherwiſe be capable of. | 
HER | | R. HERON. 
Edinburgh, Nov. 25, 1793. | 


The following Books auritten or tranſlated by Mx Heron, and lately Publiſhed, 
and to be had of Vernor & Hood, Birchin Lane, London, &c. &c. 


I, Obſervations made in a Journey, through a conſiderable part af 


= 
- 


Scotland, in the Autumn of 1792, rlating to the Scenery, Anti- 
quities, Cuſtoms, Manners, Population, Agriculture, Manufactures, 
Commerce,. Political Condition and Literature of theſe parts. 


Sed neque Medorum Sylvæ, ditiſſima terra 5 
Nec pulcher Ganges, atque auro turbidus Hermus, 
'- Lavdibus ltaliz certent.— 


O fortunatos nimium, ſua ſi bona notint! Vies. 


In two Volumes 8vo. price 12s in boards, 
| = II. Travels 


impaired neither the vigour, nor the delieacy of his genius. Seldom 


Books Tranſlated by Mr Heron, 


II. Travels through Arabia, and other Countries in the Eaſt, by 
M. Neibuhr, now a Captain of Engineers in the ſervice of the Kin 
of Denmark. With notes by the Tranſlator, and Illuſtrated wit 
Maps and Plates, 2 vols. 8vo. price 128. in boards. 


„* The Tranſlator in his Preface, after tracing the outlines of theſe 
travels, adds; They afford the lateſt, and indeed almoſt the only t. 
Is account of Arabia, in the hands of the European public, 

ing the reſults of the obſervation, not of one man only, but of: 
party of travellers, and thoſe all well qualified to direct their attention 
in a proper line of enquiry; they contain ſuch a body of truly valuable 
information, as is to be met with in very few other volumes of Travels, 
Relating to a country famous from the earlieſt ages of antiquity ; they 
are thus rendered. peculiarly intereſting by the nature of their ſubjed. 
They throw much new light on tne hiſtorical events, the laws, the wor. 
. fhip, and the cuſtoms recorded in the Old Teftament. And I mul 
upon the whole confeſs, that I have never before had it in my power 
to abuſe ſo good an occaſion of receiving real mental improvement, with 
rational amuſement, as that which the Tranſlating this work has af 

forded me.“ | : 1 
gos The Monthly, Critical, Analytical and Engliſh Reviews, have give 
the higheſt Character of theſe Travels ; and to theſe, the Reader is referni 
for a more particular account of them. 2s | 


III. A new Collection of Moxar Tarzs, written by the celebrated 
Marmontel, and now firſt Tranſlated, in 3 vols, i12mo. 75s. 6d. 
24 & Marmontel has again tried in his old age, a ſpecies of writing, 
in which he was extremely ſucceſsful in his youth. Years ſeem to have 


has moral wiſdom been arrayed in a more charming dreſs than it here 
wears. He has ſkilfully ſelected the characters, the ſituations, the in. 
' cidents in human life which are the moſt generally intereſting, and has 
- combined them into ſome of the ſweeteſt, happieſt forms that fancy 
ever created; on the realities of life, he by ſome wonderful art un. 
known to all but himſelf, at leaft if we except the author of the Vica 
of Wakefield, has conferred a magic power to pleaſe. 


III. Gonſalvo of Cordova, a beautiful Romance, from the French « 
M. Florian, to which is prefixed a Sketch of the Hiſtory of the Moots 
in Spain, 3 vols, ſmall 8vo. 7s. 6d. ſewed. 8 8 


V. A Superb Edition of Tuousox's SEAsoNs, beautifully printed on 2 
Superfine Wove Demy Quarto, hot preſſed and elegant Type; with 
Eight elegant Engravings—The Lite of Thomſon and Critical Notes 

on the Poem, by Mr Heron. Publiſhed in 4 N**. price 7s. 6d. each. 


This Edition of Thomſon's Seaſons has been printed at Perth as 
a Specimen of Scotch Typography ; and it is hoped it will meet with the 
patronage of all, who wiſh to encourage the productions of that Country 
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